Heriot Community Council

Minutes of meeting, 4™ June 2025
Present: Gavin Whittaker (Chair), Helen White, Helen Brinkworth (minutes), two members of the
public

Apologies: John Williams, Sue Sharp, Frank Connolly, Cllr. Hannah Steel, ClIr. Neil McKinnon,
Clir Fay Sinclair

1. Minutes of April 2" accepted.

2. Wind Farms
a. Long Muir. John Campbell KC requested more time from the reporter to make a
response. This has been granted.
b. Wull Muir. Waiting for response to appeal by Raeshaw Farms.
. Greystone Knowe. Waiting for reporter’s decision
d. Torfichen. JC has submitted an objection.

3. Proposed new electricity transmission lines in the Borders

a. Avery large substation is proposed to be built above Lauder with multiple
transmission lines connected to it. Currently all components of this plan are going
forward as separate planning applications. There has been a public consultation
about the transmission line that is prosed to connect the substation with the north
of England. There are plans that more lines would be built or upgraded to connect
with the substation. One of these is to go down the A7 through Heriot to connect
West Lothian to the substation.

b. Public comment: recognise the need to build infrastructure and preferable to have
lines buried underground.

c. GW: Current experience is that after a substation is built it will have solar generation
and battery storage added to the near vicinity.

4. Police Report
a. None seen this month
b. Border alerts and police media posts have highlighted that farm vehicle thefts are
occurring in the usual pattern with several farms targeted within one week. Most
recently around Hawick. Extra alerts have been sent out to warn people to secure
equipment.

5. Road improvements and speed limits
a. No response regarding B709 improvements request
b. A7 50mph speed limit
i. Incidents reported include dangerous overtaking, slow driving, tailgating
ii. Unmarked police cars are seen to be operating on the A7
iii. Public comment: when roads are overregulated with speed limits of 50mph
on A road and 40mph on coach road and this is resulting in drivers not using
correct speed judgement
iv. HCC will respond to SBC with all community opinions as collected via the
email address 50mph@heriot.info
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v. GW to reset 50mph@heriot.info as individual email box so that CC members
can access it.

vi. HW request that future agendas should have a regular item to consider
email responses.

6. Community Funds

a.

7. AOB

No new grant applications

Art classes by Christine Connelly received very positive feedback. There is a local
desire to do more funded activities involving crafts and skills of local people. People
can be encouraged to volunteer to lead classes and to apply for funds. Volunteers
from within the community are very much needed for new projects.

How to apply: Constituted groups can apply direct to wind farm panels for funding of
large amounts. Individuals or constituted groups can apply direct to HCC for funds of
smaller amounts. GW has a flow chart showing rules on how to apply and can
distribute.

Ways in which the community can use funds were discussed. Example given of hiring
the hall for activities and clubs such as the fortnightly table tennis club.

Public comment: Suggestion to use funds to create pathways and access points over
walls. This was discussed that it requires permission of multiple landowners. Building
new pathways has been unsuccessfully attempted in the past due to lack of
permission. Instead, HCC could offer to improve gates and wall crossings were people
already walk. HCC to gather contact details of landowners as starting point to
coordinate.

Playground/Community area. HCC are still waiting for agreement of land acquisition,
a right to purchase, with the option for sale of land to either HCC or a group
nominated by HCC such as a community interest group. The intention is to use a
landscape architect to create a proposal to use in a community consultation. The
current indicated cost is less than £40,000 for the land with space for playground,
woodland walks and allotments. The land area is south of a line drawn from the gate
on Shoestanes track directly to the train line and includes up to the main road and
houses.

Defibrillator at Heriot Station. GW proposing to replace the old defibrillator with one
that is the same as those installed last year. The advantages of the newer design are
that it is easier to use and uses the same pads for adult and child, which currently
need replacing.

Planning application at Nettlingflat. This had only been viewed by GW. More
responses needed.

Speculative request from the community that Heriot consider building a private
swimming pool or plunge pool for the use of the community by using wind farm
funds. An accessible pool, changing room, toilet and sauna were all proposed. These
items could be incorporated into the plans for the land acquisition at Heriot Station.
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