Heriot Community Council

Minutes of meeting, 17™ July 2025
Present: John Wiliams (chair), Sue Sharp, Frank Connelly, Helen White, Helen Brinkworth (minutes),
Cllr. Neil McKinnon, Cllr. Fay Sinclair, three members of the public

Apologies: Gavin Whittaker

1. Minutes of April 4" June accepted with following additions:
a. Long Muir Wind Farm: John Campbell KC request of more time to respond was not
granted

2. Police Report
a. Summary: one incident in Stow, more focus in report about missing people and
mental health, 13 major drug warrants
b. No road accident report and no mention of 50mph policing however the police have
been seen in action on the A7.

3. Heriot Primary School

a. Parent Council held a meeting with SBC representatives, and this was attended by 2
members of HCC.

b. The school will be a single class for the start of the 2025/26 school year. The parent
council will work with SBC to try to maintain and grow numbers of pupils at Heriot
Primary School. There was a commitment from Lesley Munro that the school will
immediately return to a two-class structure at any point during the year should
enough pupil placements be requested. The Fountainhall catchment area has been
transferred to Heriot Primary School. Any request from Fountainhall to attend Heriot
will be provided with free school transport and this transport will automatically
include all current pupils attending Heriot from Fountainhall.

c. Preschool provision at Heriot will be opened ASAP. This has been delayed due to
manpower pressure. SBC made a commitment to take preschool registrations for
Heriot from November to possibly start in Easter. SBC agree with Parent Council
request to consult with parents. SBC seemingly unaware of the wishes of the parents
for the preschool to run more than 2 days per week or that the school already has
preschool facilities.

d. HCC supports the creation of more family housing stock within Heriot.

4. Planning applications; Wind farms, Pylons and Substation
a. Environmental Impact Report scheduled for Q1 2026 for cross border pylons and
electricity lines with a possible application submission in 2028.
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Awaiting more details for pylon lines running down by the A7 from the north to
connect with a large substation between Lauder and Stow.

ClIr. Fay Sinclair reported that SBC will be a consultee to cross border pylons but has
not yet taken a formal position. There is a lack of information about visualisations,
costs, environmental impact of trenches versus pylons, reasons for placement and
overall aims and requirements. Pylons can be built with small minimum distances to
properties and compulsory purchases are likely.

Torfichen: Midlothian asking for more information. Swift response from John
Campbell on behalf on HCC due to lack of extension time. ECU not publishing
responses in timely manner.

Greystone Knowe: still awaiting reporter decision...

Longmuir: Scoping opinion on ECU and not granted extension to consider it.
Dunlaw: Checking windspeeds and expected to request repowering.

Longcroft Wind Farm renamed Glenburnie Wind Farm

5. Heriot Plan updates

a.

b.

SBC want to update their local plans and HCC need to conform with SBC policy.
Primary issue for Heriot is that SBC policy is against single houses and wants to
prevent housing in a group of less than three houses. Current SBC plan only shows a
small area around Heriot Station for development.

JW to contact planner at SBC with HW willing to help.

Comment: Rural sustainability policy at SBC is more helpful for Heriot. Focus should
be on attracting families to Heriot area.

6. Road Improvements and A7 speed limit

a.

ClIr. Neil McKinnon reports that improving the entire stretch between Macfie Hall
and the school is too expensive and has asked for a passing point to be created.
Regarding collapsing road edge east of Hall, HCC requested report/details of
inspections to confirm correct area inspected.

A7 50mph trial: information collection ongoing, no action until next year.
Multi-vehicle road accident on A7 between telephone exchange and Nettlingflat
junction on Friday past caused by overtaking

7. Shoestanes Wood

a.

Still awaiting solicitors to confirm costs of possible land purchase by the community.

8. Community Funds

a.

b.

SS meeting scheduled with representative of the wind farm panel regarding creation
of a grant fund for students within Heriot.
FC looking at costings for new notice board at school.

Page 2 of 3



c. HW waiting for opportunity to discuss with landowner about bus shelter at
Hangingshaw.

9. AOB

a. JW:HCCinvited to send representative to 10yr anniversary of trainline opening on
September 9*" at Galashiels. No HCC members available.

b. FC: HCC has applied for the community council grant from SBC.

Multi-vehicle road accident on A7 on Friday past: Vehicle was overtaking a line of
traffic with oncoming traffic and side-swiped a car belonging to local resident.
Extending the solid white line a bit beyond the north of the bends, at the telephone
exchange, would indicate to drivers to be more careful. Cars regularly leave the road
by the telephone exchange as they underestimate the road.

d. ClIr. Neil McKinnon to request a review of the road line painting to extend the solid
white line. Also to repaint the road lines at the Heriot junction as has been
previously requested but only the lines on the B709 were repainted.

e. Questions from members of the public for SBC councillors about the cost
effectiveness of SBC working in office at St. Boswells or homeworking. FS replied that
the scrutiny committee exists to deal with queries about productivity and costs.
Regarding the costs involved with external consultants asked by SBC to report on
sports and leisure facilities, FS replied that this was beneficial to SBC and they are
taking this forward with new view point on finances and provision of services. Cost
savings are needed for SBC to fund services.
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