Heriot Community Council

Minutes of meeting, 24" September 2025

Present: Helen White (chair), Sue Sharp, Frank Connelly, Helen Brinkworth (minutes), one member of
the public

Apologies: Gavin Whittaker, Sue Sharp, John Williams, ClIr. Neil McKinnon, Cllr. Fay Sinclair

1. Minutes of July 16" June accepted, minor grammar correction

2. Police Report: Not seen

3. Planning applications; Wind farms, Pylons and Substation: No updates
4. Road Improvements and A7 50mph speed limit

a. White line hatching was repainted on the A7 at the Heriot junction earlier today. The
road lines were recently painted on the A7 up to Falahill Cottages for the length of
road which was redressed earlier this summer.

b. No comments received about 50mph speed limit on the A7.
c. A7 Action Group has sent out email to community councils summarising a police
report which stated:

i. “Between 26/06/2025 and 20/09/2025 there have been 9 recorded
collisions on the A7. All of these were within urban areas, with Edinburgh
City accounting for 8 collisions, with 1 collision in Hawick.”

ii. There was a multi vehicle collision at Heriot on Friday 11 July which
necessitated the closure of the A7 and the attendance of multiple
emergency services, as reported at previous HCC meeting.

iii. The email also states:

iv. “Monitoring of the speed limit changes on the A7 between Galashiels and
Falahill is ongoing.”

v. HCC will reply to A7 Action Group to ask that they request accurate police
data of collisions and specifics of the enforcement of the 50mph speed limit.
HB to action.
5. Shoestanes Wood and playground

a. Still awaiting solicitors to confirm costs of possible land purchase by the community.

b. It was reported that the landowner adjacent to the east side of Macfie Hall has
agreed to cede an area of land for the creation of a playground.

6. Community Funds

a. HCC has agreed an allocation of the following funds prior to the meeting:
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i. Try Art classes at Macfie Hall, £858 for six workshop sessions with up to 8
people per session.

ii. Heriot Newsletter, up to £200 to print 2 issues of a Heriot Newsletter with
money to be claimed via receipts.

b. Proposal to run another first aid course. A few requests have recently been received
by HCC members to run a first aid course that is free for members of the community.
A first aid course can be provided by North Pennines Training for 12 attendees on
Saturday 15" November. The cost of the is £652.80. HCC currently has £611.70
available from the grant that was given to run the previous first aid courses. JW
responded prior to meeting in support of a first aid course. Agreed by HW, HB and FC
to proceed with booking and that additional costs to be paid from community funds.

c. Bonfire and fireworks organised by Heriot Country Kids. Various locations have been
considered and currently looking for permission from the Forestry Agency to use eh
old location next to the playpark at Heriot Station. Agreed to seek updates from
Tasha about the location and GW about ordering and cost of fireworks. HW, HB and
FC support that HCC will cover the cost of the insurance. It is requested that people
are informed as soon as possible about the bonfire to start saving and collecting
waste wood supplies.

d. HCC are seeking to create a Training Grant specifically to support members of the
community towards employment or development of skills. This is based on guidance
from SSE Renewables. There is a total grant limit of £1500 per year. We can however
use a previous year allocation thus providing £3000 for the first year. HCC agreed
that we will request to increase the maximum individual award from £250 to £500.
HW to make minor changes to the format of the application form. SS to be asked to
send this to SSE for their agreement. HB to publish/email information when the
grant has been authorised.

e. Provision of a new community noticeboard to be placed outside Heriot Primary
School. FC had provided details of three potential notice boards made in oak. The
preference at the meeting was for the most expensive option due to it looking like it
was the sturdiest. Cost was £2,110.80 (includes VAT but NOT delivery).
7. AOB

a. Carry forward to the next meeting the discussion about the road safety
investigations and repairs requested between Macfie Hall and school and the section
above Macfie Hall which now is sectioned off with cones.

b. Suggestion raised that HCC should gather information about services within Heriot to
publish in the newsletter and on the Heriot website.

c. HCC to fix meeting dates for next year and can add to newsletter.

Next meeting of HCC is on Wednesday 19" November with AGM.
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