Heriot Community Council

Minutes of meeting 26™ Nov. 2025

Present: Frank Connelly, John Williams (Chair), Sue Sharp, Gavin Whittaker, Helen Brinkworth, Cllr.

McKinnon plus 9 members of the public.

1. Apologies for absence: Helen Carter, Helen Marsden

2. Minutes of previous meeting: Accepted without major revisions.

3. Police report: this contained nothing directly relevant to Heriot. It was reported that there

had been a substantial fraud committed against a member of the community in Spetember

and two bikes stolen in October; no further details were provided. Two quad bikes had been

stolen in a nearby area, but police had apprehended two suspects.

Langmuir Energy Park: JW had been approached by Stow and Fountainhall to
submit a joint objection. JW would attend the Stow and Fountainhall CC meeting for
more details.

Lauderdale Preservation Group is now active and will hopefully take on much of the
burden of responding to energy-related planning applications.

There will be a community council convention in Jedburgh in January.

5. Planning applications

a.

25/01640/FUL for two houses at Nettlingflat: GW reported that there had been
only one response to an email for opinions from Nettlingflat residents. It was
further reported that the road improvements would be useful, and mitigate some of
the burden of extra traffic. It was agreed that the roads planning officials should
make the decision about the value of the improvements, and should also be asked
to provide a statement about what would then constitute a maximum capacity for
the road. Other issues (water, property elevation) from the previous application
had been adequately addressed. In the context of the application being in line with
the organic growth of the community, the CC agreed to support the application.

GW to write letter of support

6. Heriot Community Action Plan.

There was considerable confusion about which plan was being discussed as there
are two complimentary plans in process with some overlap between the two: The
first relates to a formal development plan that can be submitted to the SBC Planning
Department about planning priorities for the community. The second, which was
being discussed, relates to a community action plan that looks at community



10.

11.

12.

13.

evolution in societal terms. FC and SS agreed to carry this forward in conjunction
with other competent members of the community, input from Colin Macmillan(SSE)
and, potentially, a consultant to carry out the survey work.
JW agreed to speak with SBC Planning about the CC response to the Local
Development Plan.
Frank Connelly/Sue Sharp to take the CAP forward
JW to speak to SBC Planning

School: Current school role is 18 children, with 5 starting next year and more the following
year. This takes the numbers up to just below the critical level of 26 children required for an
additional teacher. This is concerning as these numbers stretch the capabilities of the
teacher that remains.

A7 Action Group: Police road traffic accident reports are only logged if they involve an
injury. HB reported that she had been in contact with the A7AG in order to request reports
of incidents in addition to the accident reports.

B709: SBC Road engineers had not been concerned by the condition of the B709 at Heriot
Toun. Road improvements to the B709 between the Macfie Hall and the School had also
been ruled out as SBC roads response was a pathetic ‘SBC don’t do passing places’, as
though that was a reason not to act to the obviously unacceptable condition of the road.

Underpass: Still no progress and only stalling from SBC (anyone starting to see a pattern
here?). JW will attempt to get John Currie (SBC) to attend a site visit in order to explain the
obvious issues.

Training grants. These are now live with publicity in place. £3k is available with up to £500
per grant. Grants are available for anyone 16 years old or older, and must improve
employability and/or improve Heriot as a community. HB to add to the website

HB to add information to website

GW reported on the land at Shoestanes. A survey would be underway shortly and an initial
plan developed.

Dates were suggested for next year’s meetings:

February 4th

April 15th (to avoid Easter)
June 3rd

July 15th

September 23rd
November 18th



14. AOB

a. Election: The Cc will dissolve after the next meeting and Clir McKinnon agreed to act
as returning officer for the next CC election.
b. Christmas tree — An offer from Mike Somerville of a tree for the village Christmas

tree was gratefully accepted.
c. SSreported that the bonfire and fireworks went well, and congratulated the

organisers and fireworks coordinators.

The meeting finished at around 8:50pm



