Heriot Community Council

Minutes of meeting, 7pm on Wednesday 10™ June 2026

1. Present: Neil Mackinnon (SBC councillor), Faye Sinclair (SBC councillor), Sue Sharp,
Helen White, Helen Brinkworth (minutes), Claire Rogers, Suzy Dun, 10 members of the
public, Colin McMillan representing SSE, Niome Lucjan representing Foundation
Scotland
Apologies: Helen Marsden, Gavin Whitaker, Frank Connelly, James Fletcher, Katie Lamb

2. Minutes of meeting 15/04/26 accepted.

Neil Mackinnon: regarding a request for a reduction of road speeds within the village to
either side of the school, SBC say that national guidelines are being followed. NM to
follow up to keep the pressure on for a reduction.

3. SSE and Foundation Scotland presentation about Community Action Plans

a.

d.

Colin McMillan representing SSE, Niome Lucjan representing Foundation
Scotland (FS) jointly facilitate the Heriot Community Wind Farm Panel. The panel
is composed of two members from HCC and four (of a maximum five) members
elected/volunteered from the Heriot community. The panel is responsible for
accessing grant applications and deciding the level of funding to award.

FS: Heriot Country Kids’ (HCK) grant is for a five-year term, started in 2025. After
deducting the HCK award there is approximately £16,000 per year available. FS
is a Scotland wide NGO charity working to distribute funding to communities via
local panels.

SSE: past grants have gone to the refurbishment of Macfie Hall, Community
Broadband, Heriot Parent Council and the Education & Training Grant via HCC.
Approximately £141,000 is currently available.

The panel is looking to support projects that will provide a lasting legacy benefit
to Heriot. They are supporting the creation of an action plan which can be
funded by the panel. In 2025 the panel held two meetings at the hall with the
aim to start conversations about projects. Both Colin and Niome are available to
assist with creating an action plan.

4. Heriot Plan

a.

SBC produces a Local Development Plan every 10 years. Feeding into this is the
Local Place Plan produced by HCC. This must contain information about the
development and use of land: for example, what type of housing growth do we
want in the village and where do we want it. It must also be collaborative and
inclusive with meaningful engagement with local people, public bodies, and
other stakeholders. It should support national and local outcomes.



https://www.scotborders.gov.uk/plans-guidance/local-place-plans

As a community we can also produce a Local Action Plan. The purpose of this
would be to create a plan with locally funded actions that can be undertaken by
the Heriot Community.

The aim of HCC is to create one survey that will collect input for both plans.
SBC can provide contacts to help, templates to follow and some funding.
Formation of working group: to be formed with Sue Sharp, Helen White, Claire
Rogers from HCC, in addition Christine Connelly and Tom Gillis volunteered at
the meeting. More volunteers will be sought. Examples of LAPs are available for
similar communities plus the recently published plan of Stow and Fountainhall.
Next step is to invite all local groups, committees, trust etc.

5. Heriot Primary School update on pupil numbers and two class structure for 2026/27

a.

Written summary received from Helen Marsden who sends apologies that she is
missing the meeting.

Heriot Primary School will next year have a two composite class structure. Ms
Cochrane is returning to the school (starting this term and teaching in the new
school year), teaching a pre-school plus P1/2 composite class. The senior class
will be years P3-P7. Converting to a separate nursery and two composite classes
is an option for the future. This will offer a new nursery setting within Heriot —
currently the closest SBC nursery provision is in Stow.

The Fountainhall Primary School temporary closure continues and all children
from this catchment are allocated to the Heriot catchment with the provision of
free school transport. SBC is to undertake a full consultation with the
Fountainhall community on the future of FPS.

6. Police Report

a.

The report contained no information of incidents outside of Galashiels. HCC to
follow up on email contact with community police to enquire as to the lack of
reports outside of Galashiels and to extend invitation to attend a meeting.
Traffic police have been seen in action on the A7 to enforce the 50mph speed
limit.

7. Heriot Community Trust

a.

HCT send apologies they cannot attend meeting as they have their own
conflicting meeting scheduled. HCT advise that the application made to DLX
Trust wind farm panel resulted in the award of the full amount of £17,060 for
the purchase of the land, legal fees and costs of initial work to improve the area
with fencing, seeding and some tree planting.

The form to apply for membership of HCT is available online. They have
approximately 40 members signed up. The first members meeting will be held
next week with permanent directors to be appointed.


https://www.scotborders.gov.uk/plans-guidance/local-place-plans

C.

Some requests for membership have not received a response from HCT. HCC is
not aware of any reasons for membership to be refused and will enquire with
HCT.

8. Planning Applications and Licenses

a.

Wull Muir Wind Farm: The application appeal can be viewed on The Scottish
Government’s Planning and Environmental Appeals Division (DPEA) website at
https://www.dpea.scotland.gov.uk/CaseDetails.aspx?ID=128579

After the successful appeal at the Court of Session of the reporter’s decision to
grant planning permission, new submissions were invited and it is now waiting
for the decision of two newly appointed reporters. HCC invited input by the
community in person and via Facebook. We did not receive requests to vary the
previous comments or provide particular response on new items, and we
submitted a brief statement to confirm our position. The submissions of HCC
and SBC are available to view on the website.

7 Heriot House, Short Term Let License application, Civic Government Licensing
Committee — 19 June 2026

Declaration of interest for HCC members HB and HW who are neighbours to the
property. CR talked to the residents of six neighbouring Heriot House properties
and reported that the residents are opposed to the granting of the short term
let license. An objection was sent in by HCC. The application is to be determined
on 19t June and HCC has the option to attend the meeting.

9. Community Funds

a.

Laptop for Heriot Country Kids.

Request new application for the additional amount required to cover the cost
when the trade-in option was withdrawn.

Swimming Lessons for Heriot children, application from Heriot Parent Council.
Application for £500 to support swimming lessons for Heriot children. Parents of
each child who cannot swim 25m may apply for two amounts of £130 to cover
costs of two blocks of swimming lessons. The DLX Trust has awarded £5800. HCC
agree to fund the £500. Funding arrangements to be agreed with the suggestion
that the allocation is made in two equal awards with the second amount
provided as needed. HCC fully support swimming lessons for children. It is noted
that SBC only provide swimming lessons as part of school provision when a
school is located close to a swimming pool. A Scot Gov commitment within the
last budget to provide swimming for all children in Scotland this summer has not
had any known result yet.

Tennis Lessons in Heriot Village.

Application for £396 to pay for four sessions of tennis lessons. This will pay the
fees of the tennis coach. The court and facilities are being provided without cost
at the Hood’s property near to the school. Four sessions of 2.5 hours. There will
be lessons within each session for different age groups: pre-school, primary


https://www.dpea.scotland.gov.uk/CaseDetails.aspx?ID=128579

school and adult. Dates are 31/5, 7/6, 21/6, 28/6. Grant agreed via email in
advance of the meeting. The first two sessions have been very successful.

10. Defibrillator updates and replacement at Heriot Station

a.

11. AOB

HW: working defibrillators at Macfie Hall, Nettlingflat and Gilston Road have
updated information with What3Words for location. Location information to be
distributed.

The dead defibrillator at Heriot Station is deregistered so it will not be used if
calling 999. HCC are still investigating a new location with an electricity supply to
power the heater in the case housing the defibrillator — to prevent the battery
losing power in cold temperatures. CR will ask for permission to site the box at
her property which is next to the underpass.

Updating the RBS bank account for HCC new signees has been completed.
Updating the account to have digital payment access will be attempted next.
HCC to discuss and submit a response to a forestry survey.

Kevin Roose: issue of the A7 turning into Heriot is still being used for overtaking
by northbound traffic while vehicles southbound are trying to enter the right
turn filter. FS and NM will investigate whether safety can be improved e.g. with
better signage and road painting to stop overtaking at the junction.

The hairpin on the Nettlingflat road immediately after turning off the A7 is not
suitable for lorries resulting in vehicles being stuck at the location. FS and NM to
raise issue with roads department.

Finish at 20:30. The next meetings of HCC are:

e 19 August 2026

e 30™ September 2026

e 18" November 2026



