Community Council Briefing Paper for Trial 50mph 25 November 2024
A6088, A708, B6357 and A7 North of Gala
Background

Joint initiative at the request of Police Scotland’s Roads Policing unit in cooperation with Dumfries and
Galloway Council to introduce trial 50mph schemes on sections of routes with historic motorcycle fatalities.

Due to the volume of motorcyclist being involved in crashes on the region’s rural roads 50mph speed limits will
be introduced for a trial period on the A6088, B6357, A708 and A7 north of Galashiels for 18 months from
March 2025. In September 2026 an evaluation will be carried out and a consultation on whether to retain the
50mph speed limits or revert to national speed limit. The overall aim of this trial is to reduce casualties on
routes with significant motorcycle injuries.

Motorcycle Casualties per year Car Casualties per year
Fatal Serious  Slight TOTAL Fatal Serious  Slight ~ TOTAL
2015 0 13 177 30 2015 6 48 1917 245
2016 2 12 197 33 2016 10 55 1967 261
2017 2 18 77 27 2017 5 32 1927 229
2018 8 19 107 37 2018 8 40 1517 199
2019 2 12 107 24 2019 3 60 1357 198
2020 1 13 6" 20 2020 4 33 29" 86
2021 1 26 13" 40 2021 4 37 62" 103
2022 3 8 3" 14 2022 9 40 677 116
2023 0 14 77 21 2023 5 55 737 133
2024 to date 4 8 1 13 2024 to0 da 2 31 48 81
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Externalring fenced funding from Transport Scotland Road Safety Improvement Fund for targeted road safety
interventions at sites with historic killed and serious injuries. Cannot be used to fund regular maintenance
such as potholes, overlays, etc. Expected cost c£135,000 on signing only.

Transport Scotland Road Safety Framework Motorcycle Focus Group July 2024

e Motorcyclists are disproportionately likely to be injured or killed on our roads. In Scotland, over the five
years up to 2023, motorcyclists accounted for 16% of fatalities, but less than 1% of traffic.

e Motorcycle casualties are more likely to occur in the summer months and weekends. Collisions often
occurin 60 mph A class road and 76% of the collisions were on non-trunk roads.

e [oss of control, careless, reckless or in a hurry and failure to look properly, were the most common
contributory factors assigned to motorcyclists involved in motorcycle injury collisions in 2023.



e Failure to look properly, careless, reckless or in a hurry or failure to judge others' path/speed, were the
most common contributory factors for ‘other vehicles involved’in motorcycle injury collisions in 2023.

e [naround a third of motorcycle injury collisions, the motorcycle was the only vehicle involved.

https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/key-reported-road-casualties-scotland-2023/key-findings/

Police Scotland:

“Road safety remains a national priority for police Scotland and is a local policing priority here within the
Scottish Borders. Our primary focus is casualty reduction and there are a number of tactical options at
our disposal to help reduce the number of people killed and seriously injured on our roads. Speed
enforcement is perhaps the most readily identifiable tactic among the public and is undertaken by Road
Policing officers, community officers and through safety camera deployment, both fixed and mobile.

Motorcyclists are a vulnerable group on the road as they have less protection than car drivers, therefore
they are more likely to be injured in a collision. Due to the area’s popularity with bikers there are a
disproportionate number of injury collisions on these roads involving motorcycles.

The majority of killed and seriously injured collisions in the Scottish Borders do not take place in towns or
villages, but on open country roads and that is where our casualty reduction efforts are focussed. The A7,
A708, A6088, and B6357 are popular recreational routes for motorcyclists and they will continue to
feature in Road Policing patrol plans during the Motorcycle Safety Campaign. This will involve patrol and
enforcement activity in both marked and unmarked vehicle by Police Scotland’s Road Policing Unit.

In recent years Safety Cameras Scotland has carried out short term deployments over the summer
period on the A708 in order to improve speed limit compliance. Should the speed limit on the A708 be
reduced these short term deployments can continue and it is hoped that drivers/riders will be influenced
to remain within the speed limit and reduce the risk on the road for all road users.”

Monitoring and Evaluation

Baseline speed and traffic data collected September/October 2024 and will be reviewed again August 2025 and
March 2026. Crash data reviewed monthly with final evaluation in September 2026.

Crash costs per accident calculated by TS: £2.41M fatality, £271K serious, £20K slight

The A708, A6088 and B6357 are quieter routes and the inclusion of the A7 north of Gala allows us to consider
the overall effect on a busier commuter route and regular complaint road.


https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/key-reported-road-casualties-scotland-2023/key-findings/

Motorcycle crashes resulting in injuries to 2015 to 2024
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Fig. 11 Collision-involved motorcyclists by day of the week
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Fig. 12 Collision-involved motorcyclists by month of the year | Data Table

25

20

o

Motorcyclists

o

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep QOct Nov Dec
Meonth of the Year

. Slight . Serious . Fatal




A6088 from the junction of A68 to A698
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A708 from existing national speed limit terminal signs at Selkirk end of A708 close to Selkirk Rugby Club to
boundary with Dumfries and Galloway and possible extension to Moffat A701
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B6357 From junction of A6088 south to north side of Newcastleton at 20mph terminals
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A7 north of Galashiels
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Philippa Gilhooly, traffic and road safety: roadsafety@scotborders.gov.uk 25/11/24
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